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farm lands were developed for single-family
homes and several large garden apartment
complexes. The population grew from 9,000 in
1940 to an estimated peak of about 37,000 in
1968. Fair Lawn Industrial Park on Route 208
was developed during the 1950’s with several
additions in the following decade. Among the
Industrial Park’s corporate residents are inter-
nationally known firms such as Kodak, Na-
bisco and Lea & Perrins.

By 1970, the last large tracts of land had
been utilized. The last farm in Fair Lawn was
a 20-acre tract in the Industrial Park at Fair
Lawn Avenue. In 1998 this tract started devel-
opment as apartments, and by the end of this
year, there will be more than 340 new apart-
ment units open. The certificates of occupancy
for the first units were issued just a few weeks
ago.

What began as an agricultural hamlet has
grown into a suburban town providing homes,
schools parks and shops for residents and
jobs for thousands of workers in businesses,
offices and industries.

All of us who reside in Fair Lawn are proud
of our community and Mr. Speaker, I thought
it would be appropriate to bring to your atten-
tion that this jubilee celebration gives us all
the opportunity to celebrate not only a town
and good government, but its good people.
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Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay a heartfelt tribute to Robert L. Ozuna,
Chief Executive Officer of New Bedford
Panoramex Corporation from 1966 to date has
died. Robert Ozuna died Saturday, March 6,
1999 at Queen of the Valley Hospital in West
Covina. He was 69.

Robert Ozuna was the oldest of four chil-
dren born in Miami, Arizona to Mexican-Amer-
ican parents. In 1940, after his father’s early
death, the family moved to East Los Angeles
where he grew up with his mother, brother
and two sisters. Robert was required to seek
steady work at an early age to assist the fam-
ily in meeting their financial burdens.

Robert Ozuna emerged as one of the lead-
ing Mexican-American entrepreneurs in South-
ern California as Founder and President of
New Bedford Panoramex Corporation (NBP).
He gained his business experience on the job
and his engineering education by attending
night school in the California community and
junior college system.

In 1966, Mr. Ozuna began to build his com-
pany with a second mortgage on his resi-
dence, a few electrician’s hand tools, hard
work and entrepreneurial instincts into the
thriving electronics manufacturing business it
is today in Upland, California. NBP engages in
the design, development and manufacturing of
electronic communication systems and remote
monitoring systems for its primary client, the
United States Government.

Mr. Ozuna’s hard work and dedication has
been rewarded by receiving the Department of
Transportation Minority Business Enterprise
Award for 1987 and again for 1991. He re-
ceived the Air Traffic Control Association
Chairman’s Citation of Merit Award in 1994.

He continued to be an active member of The
California Chamber of Commerce for various
cities and a founder of Casa De Rosa Annual
Golf Tournament, which he instituted to raise
funds for the Rancho de Los Ninos Orphan-
age in BajaMar, Mexico.

As industrious as Mr. Ozuna has been in
business, he has been equally involved in
sharing his prosperity with many philanthropic
activities in his community. He is the sponsor
of many events in the Hispanic neighborhood
where he grew up, and he was a founding di-
rector in the East Los Angeles Sheriff’s Youth
Athletic Association, which promotes edu-
cational, athletic and drug awareness pro-
grams for more than 60,000 youths in the Los
Angeles Metropolitan area.

Robert Ozuna is remembered by his em-
ployees at New Bedford Panoramex Corpora-
tion as a handsome man who had a passion
for life. His concern for his employees and
their families along with his abundant generos-
ity to them was always present.

Robert Ozuna was married for 35 years to
Rosemary, who passed way in November of
1998. He is survived by his mother, Amelia
Ozuna; his sons, Steven Ozuna and Jeff
Dominelli; his daughters Nancy DoSilva and
Lisa Jarrett; his sisters, Lillian Gomez and
Vera Venegas and his brother Tony Ozuna.
He also leaves 8 grandchildren.

A Memorial Service will be held on Friday,
March 12th at 12:00 noon, at St. Gregory’s
Church, 1393 E. Telegraph Rd., Whittier, CA.
The burial will follow at Queen of Heaven
Cemetery.

Mr. Speaker, Robert Ozuna epitomized the
American dream. It is a dream that promises
that any citizen of this country can achieve
anything to which he or she aspires, as long
as they work hard and play by the rules. Rob-
ert Ozuna achieved that dream and he will be
missed.
f

HONORING MR. WALTER D.
WEBDALE

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 1999

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to an individual who has
dedicated the past 25 years of his career and
life to serving the people of Fairfax County,
VA. On Friday, February 26, 1999, Mr. Walter
D. Webdale will retire as Director of the Fair-
fax County Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development (HCD).

The Department of Housing and Community
Development was established in 1974, and
Mr. Webdale has been the Director since its
inception. Under his leadership of the last 25
years the HCD has won nationwide recogni-
tion as one of the preeminent policy leaders
and innovators in the fields of affordable hous-
ing and community development. The Agency
has been the recipient of more than 40 major
awards and special recognitions for project de-
sign and development, community develop-
ment, property management, and affordable
housing finance.

But more important than the national acco-
lades are the tangible improvements he was
able to provide to the people of Fairfax Coun-
ty. During Mr. Webdale’s 25 years of service,

the HCD built or acquired more than 800 units
of public housing. Additionally, 1,500 more
units were developed under the Fairfax Coun-
ty Rental Program, an initiative of Mr.
Webdale’s, which preserved existing afford-
able housing and made it available to seniors
and moderate income households not able to
find housing through Federal housing projects.

One of Mr. Webdale’s most lasting contribu-
tions to Fairfax County, and the Nation, will be
the mixed income/mixed financing program
which combines the use of Low Income Hous-
ing Tax Credits with Public Housing develop-
ment funds, and has become the model which
is being replicated across the Nation. Because
of this innovative program, coupled with the
Agency’s financing expertise, the HCD se-
cured the designation as an FHA Risk-Sharing
Agency in Virginia. The Fairfax County Hous-
ing and Community Development Agency was
the only local housing authority in Virginia to
qualify for this designation.

While Mr. Webdale dedicated much of the
Agency’s resources to developing low-income
housing, the HCD also implemented a strong
series of programs to support and encourage
first-time home buyers. All told over the past
25 years more than $26 million was invested
in needed home improvements to almost
1,700 qualified homeowners under the Home
Improvement Loan Program. Complimenting
the improvement funds, two separate home
ownership programs were created which have
subsequently provided more than 1,000 first-
time home buyers with home ownership op-
portunities.

Mr. Speaker, I have merely hinted at the
contribution Walter Webdale has made to Fair-
fax County. He is recognized nationwide as
one of the leading Housing and Community
Development professionals in the country. A
number of the initiatives he developed in Fair-
fax County have been adopted by other Hous-
ing Authorities across the Nation. Mr. Walter
D. Webdale has dedicated the best years of
his life in the service of others, and has done
it with a determination and professionalism
well beyond the norm. Mr. Speaker, on behalf
of the people of Fairfax County, VA, I wish to
sincerely thank Mr. Webdale for all he has
done and wish him well as he enjoys a long-
overdue vacation.
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Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to the White Mountain Regional High
School Class M Champion Girl’s Basketball
team. On Saturday, February 27, 1999, the
Regional Girl’s Basketball team capped what
can only be described as a perfect season. It
was perfect not only because the team won
the first Class M Girls Basketball Title in the
30 year history of the regional high school, but
because they did so by going an impressive
22–0 over the course of the entire season.

It should be said, however, that the climax
of this spectacular season was not a fluke, as
they say, but, instead, the result of years of
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